Date:  

[add date]
RE:  

High Speed Rail and removing option NC3 for Raleigh
From:

[add your name]
I am a constituent from the Five Points neighborhood of Raleigh and am writing to ask for your consideration and action in helping to protect our neighborhood, and Raleigh, as the NCDOT moves forward with the Southeastern High Speed Rail (SEHSR) project.

Raleigh City Council has recommended both the “NC3” alternative –which severely damages Five Points – and asked that NCDOT seek more viable alternatives.

I am asking for your assistance in two areas:

1. Please contact NCDOT to ensure that the NC3 option is taken off the table (SEHSR Section V in Raleigh).  There is a great deal of evidence to show that this option was poorly conceived and vetted.  The problems, potential damages and risks associated with NC3 far outweigh the benefits:
· many inconsistencies and missing data in the federally-required Environmental Impact Statement (EIS),
· irregularities in the City Council-appointed Task Force which rubber-stamp recommended NC3, 
· significant and understated eminent domain issues. (54 businesses, 18+ homes)
2. Please request that NCDOT explore alternatives and find a better route - one that does not damage historic neighborhoods and is in line with other transportation and development plans for Raleigh.

The decision to bring high speed rail to Raleigh, and the proposed route, will have a huge impact on the city for the next century.  Let’s do it right – not just as a reaction to stimulus funding with an ill-conceived, poorly researched, high risk  plan.
I would like to make you aware of some facts about this project which are available on the following website: www.DontRailroadHistoricFivePoints.com.
Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.
Sincerely,
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