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Accurate Information Has Been Scarce 

 Comparative information about SEHSR1 
options NC 1/2 & 3 was only disseminated to 
the general public on 7/26/10.  In 2001, 
SEHSR reported feedback from only 9 Raleigh 
residents & only 750 total from 18 metro areas 
along the proposed rail corridor. 

 Many property owners & tenants on the NC3 
route still haven’t been notified of the plan’s 
impact.  None were notified in 2002 of initial 
environmental impact study results.   

 Media have not provided useful coverage.  

 Information is still piecemeal.  NCDOT officials 
and others still provide contradictory and 
incomplete information.   

Overall Negative Impact 

 NCDOT’s matrix clearly shows NC3 has a 
significantly greater detrimental impact on 
land, wildlife, residences, people, noise, 
vibration, & environment than NC1/2. 

 NC1/2 was considered viable & operable by 
NCDOT prior to City Council request to explore 
other options leading to development of NC3. 

 Proposed costs of NC3 are $42-46 million 
higher than NC1/2, not including cost required 
for noise and other mitigations.  

 Downtown neighborhoods like ours will bear 
the brunt of the costs & disruption over an 
unspecified number of years with no evidence 
of benefits. 

Expanding Rail Footprint 

 NC3 takes a long strip of properties along the 
current Norfolk Southern tracks from Wake 
Forest to Peace St, widening the rail footprint 
into neighborhoods for over a mile. NC 1/2 
expansion of current rail right-of-way is limited. 

 NCDOT’s impact statement about NC3 
undercounts the number of business and 
residential properties taken by eminent 
domain.  NC 1/2 does not require taking of 
residences by eminent domain.   

 Affected NC3 residences fall within protected 
“historic” areas. 
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Noise and Vibration Effects 

 SEHSR claims about impact are based on US 
DOT reports about effects of light electrified 
trains, not diesel.   

 SEHSR trains will be diesel powered; NCDOT 
reported on 7/26/10 that electrification in this 
corridor is not possible due to clearance and 
that technology to convert to electric does not 
exist and is “unlikely in this century.” 

 Diesel engines are twice as heavy as electric 
and are inherently noisier.  

 Speeds through neighborhoods (est. 45mph) 
will be much higher than the current freight 
trains, increasing noise, vibration, and air 
pollution (corroborated by NCDOTs report) and 
will reach levels considered severe, harmful or 
undesirable for much of the area.   

 According to US DOT reports, noise and 
vibration of an idling diesel train is equivalent 
to a jackhammer; vibration can be felt up to 6 
blocks away.  

 According to US DOT reports, “noise sensitive 
areas” requiring mitigation include parks, 
residences, schools, churches, among others.  

 NCDOT recommended sound abatement 
options include: cover the train with earth, (cut 
& cap) or concrete sound walls.  The first 
option is not feasible on NC3 due to grading 
requirements.   

 Sound barrier heights can vary but should be 
as high as the part of the train making the most 
noise.  They can equal the height of the train 
(as high as a 3 story home); and are the most 
likely option along NC3’s path.. 

 Greenways, berms or plantings would extend 
beyond the barriers.  None are planned or 
funded & would require further expansion of 
the proposed footprint into residential areas.   

 All options or conditions for noise abatement 
are fully contingent on obtaining funding (the 
“best option possible” may be nothing.) 

 Vibration affects foundations, structures, water 
or sewer lines, and living things. 

 Data from cities from the US, Spain, Canada 
and Japan show significant negative impact of 
HSR on historic residential areas like ours.   
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Impact on Properties and Values 

 Over 55 businesses will be taken under NC3 
compared to 20 or 23 with NC1/2. 

 An unspecified number of residential 
properties will also be taken by eminent 
domain for NC3; none by NC1/2.   

 Many other property owners in historic 
Roanoke, Georgetown, and Glenwood-
Brooklyn would be directly or indirectly 
affected.   

 The number of “severely” &“moderately” 
impacted properties has not been accurately 
determined but will extend across several 
historic residential subdivisions. 

 Costs of seeking compensation for damages 
are borne by property owners and lawsuits 
have rarely been successful.   

 Area realtors currently report a drop in home 
sales and property values related to the 
proposed impact of NC3 (owners are required 
to disclose that information to buyers). 

 Revitalized historic neighborhoods attract new 
residents and contribute to Raleigh’s appeal 
and livability.  NC3 disproportionately affects 
areas where restoration and renovation (at 
property owner’s expense) has been lauded. 

Impact on the Environment 

 NC3 expansion of the rail footprint would 
eliminate an existing buffer of trees and 
vegetation which helps combat pollution. 

 NC3 runs across Crabtree Creek (notorious for 
flooding) and delicate watershed areas that 
feed into the Neuse River. 

 A detailed environmental impact study will not 
commence until after an option is chosen.   

 An N&S spokesman stated that NC3 would 
result in increased idling of freight engines, 
because HSR trains take priority on the rails, 
adding to noise, vibration, & air pollution in 
densely populated adjacent neighborhoods. 

 The impact of higher speeds and increased rail 
congestion on the potential for freight or HSR 
accidents is a concern. 

 Diesel pollution includes noise & particulate 
matter that is a known carcinogen & health 
hazard.   

 Diesel also adds to heat pollution. 

Safety and Emergency Evacuation Concerns 

 Road closures at Fairview/Capital Blvd & 
Georgetown/Wake Forest Rds pose 
unacceptable safety risks for neighborhood 
homes, schools, churches and businesses in 
the event of a required evacuation (e.g. for 
weather, nuclear or hazardous waste 
accidents) and raise serious concerns about 
the ability of emergency vehicle to gain access 
into affected neighborhoods whenever needed. 

 Safety alternatives to street closures have not 
been adequately considered. 

Effect on Neighborhood Connectivity: 

 NC3 cuts off access between our 
neighborhoods & downtown and will isolate 
neighborhoods from one another. 

 Overpasses or underpasses to maintain 
connectivity and access are deemed not viable 
on the bulk of the NC3 route, though are 
options for several areas on NC1/2. 

 Studies show neighborhoods are prone to 
become derelict when isolated or cut off from 
surrounding community or commerce. 

Interaction of Freight & HSR  

 The impact of adding HSR to the current freight 
traffic on the NC3 route has not been adequately 
investigated.  

 CSX rail lines were designed to include HSR 
traffic along the proposed NC1/2 route. 

 NC3 creates undesirable changes in freight 
patterns that will have to defer to high speed 
rail at intersections 8 or more times a day.  
NC1/2 reportedly will have no such negative 
impact on freight or passenger rail. 

Vision, Plan Cohesiveness, and Benefits   

 NC3 has been called “The best of the worst” 
options by city officials, contains potential “fatal 
flaws” as per SEHSR analysis, and is a poor 
approach to a project affecting city livability for 
100 years or more.  

 NC3 offers no benefits for the affected 
neighborhoods. 

 There is lack of agreement and factual 
information from planners. 

 Raleigh deserves better—WE deserve better! 


